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BARONA GATHERING AUGUST 15-17, 2008
By Museum Committee member Candy Christman

We will have the popular Watermelon-Eating contests for adults and children
at Barona Gathering 2008. This was just one of the great family activities for
participants at the 2007 Barona Traditional Gathering.

The Barona Gathering will be held

August 15-17, 2008.  This is an event for

the entire family, with games, food, bird

singing and dancing, live music, an

invitational softball tournament and

peon.  Last year was so much fun,

celebrating our tribe's 75th year on the

Barona reservation.

75 years ago seven families made a

choice to keep our tribe and families in

tact.  Times have changed so much for
us and it seems like we cannot live our

lives fast enough.  It has been said that

we do not get together enough, or visit

our families and friends often enough.

A long time ago people made time for

one another.  This is the purpose of our

Gathering, to bring people together and

spend time with our family and friends.

Please join us.

If you need more information or would

like to volunteer please call the Barona

Museum at 619-443-7003 ext. 2.
Photos by Rich Rodriguez (watermelon  eating
contest)  Alexandra Harris (Birdsingers and sack
race).

Diane Tells His Name and Richard Rodriguez were judges
at the 3rd Annual Museum of Man's Indian Art Show.

As the sun was setting, Bird singers sang traditional songs while women danced
outside of the ramadas at Barona’s Traditional Gathering last year.

At last year’s gathering different games were held for all members of the family
including: three legged race, tug of war, and a sack race.

MAT
AAYUMP

(THEY GATHER TOGETHER.)

Phrase courtesy of Pat Curo and Ed Brown
in the Barona Intertribal Dictionary to be

published in Fall 2008.
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In February, the Barona Cultural Center & Museum was
invited to apply to participate in a very important pilot
project funded by the National Science Foundation. "The
Cosmic Serpent," as the project is known, is led by Nancy
Maryboy and David Begay of the Indigenous Education

Institute and Isabel Hawkins from the UC Berkeley Space Sciences Laboratory, in
partnership with the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian in
Washington DC, the Association of Science-Technology Centers and professional
evaluators. The goal of the project is to "build capacity in museum educators to
understand native worldviews, and bridge native science and western science to more
successfully engage native visitors to museums."

My application was accepted and I found myself honored to represent the Barona
Museum in a very prestigious and cutting-edge project with a very intriguing name.
We met for the first symposium in Santa Fe, New Mexico from April 20-24, 2008. The
group will meet over the next four years, the length of the grant, in subsequent symposia
and smaller regional networking events. The original 17 participants selected in this
year's pilot program will train the next groups, expanding the circle for native science
and western science education eventually to 270 educators. During this time, it is
expected that the resulting museum programs will reach approximately one-half million
native and non-native visitors. In the final year of 2011, the Cosmic Serpent will culminate
in a national symposium at the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington,
DC.

Within this group of scientists, Indians and educators, we began a dialog for
understanding that will eventually encompass many educational institutions in the
country. The participants included traditionalists from the Navajo Nation, Jicarilla
Apache Nation, Laguna, Acoma and Zuni pueblos, and the Umatilla Nation and many
scientists from Berkeley and NASA. The group met in a circle for the first day and
shared our relationships and backgrounds; we collaborated on an experiment in
magnetism, experienced the Navajo Nation's traveling planetarium with native
constellations, traveled to the traditional homeland of ancient Puebloans at Bandelier
National Monument, created goals for the future of the project, and heard a presentation
from NASA on how it has modified some elements in the space program with input
from Native America.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR
By Museum Director/Chief Curator Cheryl Hinton
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KUDOS TO
CANDY CHRISTMAN AND
BOBBY WALLACE
The Museum was honored to assist
Museum Committee Members Candy
Christman and Bobby Wallace in the 2008
Yuman Family Language Summit (YFLS).
Candy and Bobby are to be commended
for a very successful summit. Many of the
evaluation sheets reflected that the
participants had an excellent experience.
The hard work and dedication of Candy
Christman as the Chairperson for the
Summit at Barona was apparent in the
exciting three-day event April 29, 30 and
May 1. Both Candy and Bobby worked long
hours to make this a wonderful success for
nearly 500 Yuman-speaking participants
from the Grand Canyon to Baja California.
We thank the YFLS Steering Committee
consisting of volunteers from Arizona and
California for their tireless efforts,
especially Toni Carlyle, Karen Ray and
Theo De la Rosa. We would like to
commend the Barona Dictionary and
Language Program participants for their
enlightening presentation at the
conference. Congratulations to all who
participated and worked tirelessly to bring
this event to California and to Barona for
the first time! Many thanks to Museum
Committee and Staff members, interns
and volunteers, especially to: Phyllis,
Caroline, Beverly, Rich, Diane, Marilyn,
Robin, Paul, Halona and Laura for your
extra efforts during the event. [See the
feature article and center spread on the YFLS
Conference on pages 4-5.]

2008 CALIFORNIA TRIBAL
MUSEUM SUMMIT
The Museum was pleased to present in two
panels at the California Indian Museum's
Tribal Museum Summit for 2008 in Palm
Springs. Cheryl Hinton gave a presentation
on Barona Museum's educational programs
and also participated on a panel about tribal
museum education and public museum
programs.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Cheryl Hinton
and colleagues
visiting
Bandelier
while
attending
the Cosmic
Serpent
Program.

During the Share-a-thon I was
able to share native-centered
science lesson plans from my
curriculum created over the last 20
years. This was a moving and
hopeful first step into a vision
where Native American
worldviews are more fully
appreciated by Western Science
and a common ground is set for
future collaboration.



NO BORDER FOR THE SPIRIT
Before my grandfather, Sam Brown Sr. of
Viejas Reservation, passed on, my
brother, Sam Brown, had the opportunity
to talk to him about his life and what he
remembered as a child.  Among the many
stories, he talked about trips he made to
Mexico to visit family across the United

States border.  Family members, who freely crossed the United
States border before there was a recognized division between the
two countries, would meet one another to catch up on life and
important events that bond a family.  The Kumeyaay people lived
for many years on lands to the north and south of the border long
before the Spanish and United States governments entered the
territory.  Today, the family concept is still very important to native
people; it provides history, identity and community.  I was recently
reminded of the strength of this statement by two separate yet
connected events.

The first event occurred on a hillside, overlooking the city of Tecate
Mexico, where the "Kumeyaay Children's Shelter" sits.  The home
is a safe haven for some of Mexico's Kumeyaay children who are in
need of shelter because their families are not able care for them.
In Mexico, just as in the United States, native heritage is
documented by government agencies.  The children who reside at
this home are fed and clothed through donations from groups on
both sides of the border.  In addition to regular school requirements,
they are kept aware of their native heritage by participation in
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CHAIRWOMAN’S CORNER
By Museum Chairwoman Phyllis Van Wanseele
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Kumeyaay gatherings and native language speakers.  Toddy Yeats
and I had the honor of presenting to the Children's Shelter a
donation from the Barona Tribe on behalf of the Kumeyaay family
in the United States.

The second event happened during the recent Yuman Language
Summit when Kumeyaay members from Mexico presented
workshops on Native language and culture.  The richness of
their stories and the art of their native crafts are close to being
lost by members of the United States Kumeyaay community.
The Summit is a shared attempt by many tribes to stop the loss
of native traditions and identity.  In line with that thinking, the
Kumeyaays from south of the border live in isolated villages that
have had minimal impact by our modern day society.   The rich
customs and traditions my grandfather encountered as a boy are
still practiced as a matter of daily living.

So, how are these two separate events tied together?  They are
both tied with the spirit of being Kumeyaay.  If you moved to
another part of the world, the change in location does not make
a change in you.  No matter where you go, you take yourself
along.  In the case of Kumeyaays, an artificial border cut the ties
of families but the spirit of community exists within each of us.
As I looked into the eyes of the young children at the Tecate
Shelter and into the faces of the Baja Kumeyaay people, I saw
the history of who I am today.  I have a community and identity
of ancient people and places that exists within me and are part
of my spirit.  A spirit I pass on to my descendents.

NEW AND CONTINUING EXHIBITS
‘Ekur ‘emaayaayp Barona Indian reservation,
A Story of 75 Years of Unity
The 75th Anniversary of the Barona Indian

A history grows and prospers through the telling from one generation
to the next. Our exhibit tells the story of the Barona people and
their Reservation. The people have stayed together through the
years; during difficult times and good times, they have grown and
prospered. Barona Indian Reservation is celebrating 75 years since
the people moved here from Capitan Grande. In 1875, the United
States formalized the government at Capitan Grande and it entered
into the new reservation system. When the people moved to Barona
in 1932, the Barona Group of the Capitan Grande Band of Mission Indians
was formed. The Museum has gathered a great deal of information
from historic and recent interviews, archives, and family photographs
to accomplish this important exhibit. We hope this exhibit will give
rise to other remembrances and that the body of history will be
enhanced and grow. In this way, the Museum has been privileged

to put these visions, thoughts and reminiscences together as the
Barona Tribal members tell their own stories of this living history.

“There’s No Place Like Home…”
This continuing exhibition features the Barona landscape photos
of Barona Tribal member Mandy Curo. “These particular
photographs are very special to me,” says Curo. “I consider this
is my way of expressing my gratitude to the Tribe for paying for
my tuition to the Art Institute of Colorado, and encouraging
education in general.” The exhibition of Ms. Curo’s photographs
will continue through fall 2008.

The Barona Cultural Center & Museum Permanent Collection
The collection that began it all! The Museum will continue
celebrating our permanent collection even as we begin
celebrating the 75th anniversary of the Reservation. This
collection was acquired for the Tribe through the generosity of
Don Speer and Venture Catalyst, and became the foundation
for the establishment of the Museum. Please join as we continue
to celebrate our original collection.
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The Yuman Family Language Summit 2008 was a huge success.

We had 32 different tribal presentations covering important topics

that encompass our native history, traditions, and most importantly,

how we can continue to teach our language to the generations to

come. The presentations were amazing.  Thank you for taking

the time to come share your knowledge with us.

The unity of our tribal people helped to make the summit a warm

and welcoming event, with everyone coming together, sharing

knowledge and taking the time for one another. With more than

450 attendees, attendance exceeded our expectations. I know that

many people traveled quite a distance and we are grateful that

you were able to join us.

YUMAN FAMILY LANGUAGE SUMMIT 2008
By Museum Committee member Candy Christman

I am honored to have worked alongside some very inspirational

people from our Yuman family. There were elders, teachers of

language and culture, council representatives, former council

members, and spiritual leaders all working together.  It was

amazing.  Thank you to everyone who helped make this summit

so enjoyable.  There were so many people involved who

volunteered their time, such as our keynote speakers, the MC's,

the presenters, the singers, people who provided us with prayer,

the summit committee and past summit committee members.

Your presence here was appreciated.

I am glad that I had the opportunity to be part of the Yuman

Family Language Summit. It has been fun meeting so many nice

people and I look forward to seeing you again.

Birdsingers give a gift of song to mark the opening of the YFLS. Barona Tribal Member Pat Curo giving an opening blessing at the Yuman Family Language Summit.

Barona Tribal Chairwoman Rhonda Welch-
Scalco during the opening session of the
YFLS. Photo Credits: Cheryl Hinton, Rich Rodriguez, Ron Funk,

YNS/TribalYouth.org Photographer
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Former Barona Chairman Clifford LaChappa
gives the closing remarks.

Everyone has a great time dancing during the closing ceremony.
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Dear Yuman families and friends,

It was a real pleasure to be a part of the Yuman Family Language Summit this year
and work with all the people involved. My hat (bandana) is off to each and every
one of you who made this a success and a good time for everyone.

Thank you presenters. Without you, so many of us wouldn’t have grabbed on to
ideas of culture and traditions that make us who we really are. This is so important
and dear to our communities that we must learn and pass it on to our generations
to come.

Finally, thank you to everyone who came to Barona to participate in this event.
I hope every one of you had a nice time and took something home to your
families, friends and communities to share. It was a real pleasure to meet all of you,
and hope to see you soon.

Bobby
Bobby Wallace Some of the Tribal Royalty at this year's YFLS; Miss Kumeyaay Veronica Santos, Lil Miss Kumeyaay

Elizabeth Kolb, and Miss Quechan Nation Jessica Paddock.

Singers during culture night including Robert Wallace II,  Robert Wallace III, and Larry Banegas.

Presenter Chairman Leroy Elliott from
Manzanita Reservation.
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Barona Vice Chairman Charles Curo, Candace Christman, and Robert Wallace during the closing
breakfast.

(L-R) Shirley Nelson, Caroline Mendoza, and Ted Vaughn were among the 26 individuals honored
at the Elder's Recognition Dinner for their contributions in keeping their language alive.

In the Elders Room, medical aid and other assistance from Southern Indian Health was greatly
appreciated.

Members of YFLS Steering Committee at the head table during the opening session.

Presenter Paul Cuero, Jr. of Campo teaches
Peon, a traditional game.
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Kuhmii Tepchuurp
BARONA CIRCLE OF ELDERS
By Toddy Yeats, Seniors Committee Chairwoman

STAFF NEWS
FAREWELL TO ALEXANDRA HARRIS
It is with both regret and happiness that we announce that
Alexandra Harris, Curator of Historic Media, accepted a
position at the National Museum of the American Indian/
Smithsonian. Alex will be an editor in the Publications
department.  I hope you will join us in congratulating her
on this great professional opportunity.  Although we are
sorry to lose her, it is wonderful that a Barona Museum
staff member has been selected to move on to this great
institution. She will be greatly missed for her skills as a
fine photographer and editor of this newsletter.  Well done
Alex. Thank you for nearly seven years of service to Barona
Museum. Now who is going to take great photos of us all?!!

WELCOME TO MARILYN BROWN
We would like to introduce our new
administrative assistant, Marilyn
Brown. Marilyn comes to us with
decades of experience working for
the government. Her excellent
administrative skills were very
appreciated during the Yuman
Family Language Summit. She has
very quickly become an important
part of our Museum team.

Seniors: Please look for mailings as we
schedule upcoming events and activities.

REMEMBER: Barona Community members you are
eligible for the senior events upon your 55th birthday.

 Please call to add your name to our mailing list!

CIRCLE OF ELDERS TACKLE NEW MEXICO
Our trip started off with its usual excitement as on Saturday we headed
to Albuquerque to see the Gathering of Nations, one of the nation’s
biggest Pow Wows of all times, but before I get ahead of myself let's back
up a day.  We headed out Friday to Acoma Pueblo on our magic bus.  We
were greeted there by an Acoma Tribal member who took us up to the
top of the Pueblo and we were led in a tour by our Tribal guide.  It was
amazing to see that not much had changed over the years with this tribe,
as they were still living without electricity and gas to heat their homes or
cook their meals.  I did hear one of our Circle of Elders say, "Been there,
done that". After the tour we headed down the hill to the museum and
café to eat some Red Chile stew, fry bread and many more goodies.

Saturday we headed off to the Gathering of Nations Pow Wow. The grand
entry had a blessing which included a Bald Eagle with the four directions.
The dancers danced into the arena, the final count was over three
thousand dancers.  The over 20 drum groups were deafening to our ears
while the beat was hitting our souls causing a memory that will last us a
life time.  The seniors did have time to shop with over 150 vendors outside
the arena and, yes, a deal was had by all.  Sunday we headed off to Santa
Fe to tour the city and shop some more. A few of our seniors loved that
town so much that they talked about returning and possibly buying
vacation homes.  We then headed off to the Chimayo Mission to get
some of their healing dirt.  One person in our group, who was ill, said
that dirt made them feel better.  We all bagged some dirt and headed
home after touring the mission.

Our trips seem to be getting better and better and I would like to thank
all of you for participating in the programs.  We are currently planning for
our Alaska Cruise in July and looking forward to our Autobiography Class
in June.  In late May we headed off to Balboa Park to see the Pompeii
exhibit just to get acquainted with a little bit of Italy's history for next
year's trip to Italy.  We are hoping more of our Barona Seniors will join us
on our regular scheduled meetings the first Wednesday of each month
and get involved; we need your input.
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Barona Museum staff bids farewell to Alexandra Harris: Cheryl Hinton, Diane
Tells His Name, Rich Rodriguez, Alexandra, Robin Edmonds and Marilyn Brown.
Photo by Steve Banegas and Paul Jeffrey.

Seniors Sister Romero and Linda Curo enjoy the dancing in the arena along with Penny
Vicaldo and Anita Curo at the 25th Annual Gathering of Nations, the country’s largest
Powwow .
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MUSEUM CALENDAR

JULY
July 12

UCLA Extension at Barona Museum:
Preservation of Cultural Materials

in Tribal Collections

July 25-August 2
Circle of Elders Alaska Cruise

No Museum Committee Meeting,
No Circle of Elders Meeting:

summer break

AUGUST
August 6

Circle of Elders meeting

August 15-17
BARONA GATHERING

August 19:
Grossmont College American Indian Art

(Tuesdays) 7-9:50 pm begins,
taught by Cheryl Hinton

August 29-31
BARONA POWWOW

No Museum Committee Meeting:
summer break

SEPTEMBER
September 3

Barona Circle of Elders meeting

September 5-9
National Indian Council on Aging Conference,

Tacoma

Sept. 8, 15, 22, 29
Barona Circle of Elders Flower Making Classes

September 17-21
Western Museums Association Annual Meeting,

Anchorage AK

September 29
Museum Committee Meeting

OCTOBER
October 1

Barona Circle of Elders meeting

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

COLLECTIONS ACTIVITIES

Gifts

Clay Flute
Gift of Sheila Chambers

for Richard and Grandma Dot Richards

Ted Couro Painting
Gift of Toddy Yeats

Mission Style Basket, Red Pottery Bowl,
Two Ground Stone Objects

Gift of Anita Banegas

San Diego Magazine Article on Sergio "Adam" Reyes
1964 Welch family photo
Gift of Lorenzo Carrillo

Loans

16 photos scanned of Barona Reservation May Crowning
and Reservation weddings

Lorenzo Carrillo

Museum Purchases

Zuni Corn Meal Bowl
Hopi Cottonwood Carved Doll

Zuni Red Clay Bowl
Carved Stone Fetish of an Owl, Zuni

Smoking Frog Pottery Figurine
Pima Basket Dancer Wood Carving

Library Purchases and Gifts

Occasional Papers on Linguistics
Proceedings of the First Yuman Languages Workshop
held at University of California, San Diego  June 1975

26 Back Issues of News from Native California
Gift of Myrna DeSomber

66 Back Issues of News from Native California
Gift of Sylvia McKenzie

16 Miscellaneous Native American Books

Rare books by Waterman (1910) and Spiers (1923)
Gift of Bobby Curo.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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  Visit our website!  www. baronamuseum.org

Barona Cultural Center & Museum
1095 Barona Road, Lakeside, CA 92040 • Phone: 619-443-7003, Ext. 2 • Fax: 619-443-0173

Phone (via Barona Tribal Office): 619-443-6612, Ext. 219
email: museum@baronamuseum.org • www.baronamuseum.org

Take Highway 8 from
San Diego going east to
Highway 67. Turn right
onto Mapleview, left
onto Ashwood. Continue
through the 4-way stop
as Ashwood turns into
Wildcat Canyon Road.
Proceed six miles to the
majestic Barona Valley.
Continue on Barona
Road (Wildcat Canyon)
for another mile and the
Museum is on the left.

Hours: Closed Monday
Open Tuesday through Sunday from Noon to 5:00pm

Call to schedule tours and research appointments.

Museum Committee 2008
Committee Chair Phyllis Van Wanseele (Barona),

Candy Christman (Barona), Beaver Curo (Barona), Shirley Curo,
Donna Romero DiIorio (Barona), Myrna DeSomber,

Linda LaChappa (Barona), Caroline Mendoza (Barona),
Brenda Ray (Barona), Josephine Romero (Barona), Kelly Speer,

Josephine Whaley (Barona), Toddy Yeats (Barona)

Director/Chief Curator
Cheryl Hinton

Museum Assistants
Diane Tells His Name (Lakota), Collections Manager
Richard Rodriguez (Luiseño), Education Coordinator

Marilyn Brown, Administrative Assistant
Awujoola Robin Edmonds, Gift Shop Coordinator

Danthia Mendoza, Barona Tribal Community Intern

Museum Volunteers and Interns
Paul Jeffrey, San Jose State University

Halona Sheldon (Maidu), CSU San Marcos
Laura Workman (Navajo)

Please direct any newsletter inquiries to the editor, Cheryl Hinton.
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